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their arrival. They were supposed to learn their
duties, and incidentally to pick up the native lan-
guages and a knowledge of native customs, as junior
assistants to high-placed officials. Sometimes they
might get good training, but if their chief was indo-
lent or busy they were left pretty much to their own
devices, and when they came by seniority to fill impor-
tant appointments, they were often entirely ignorant
of their duties and of how to perform them. In the
third part of his Minute, Lord Wellesley declared
that these disadvantages could best be removed by
the establishment of a great college at Calcutta, in
which all young civilians arriving in India should
pursue a regular course of studies, both liberal and
Oriental, for two years. Regular collegiate life on
the model of an Oxford college, with a common table
and college discipline, was to be observed, and no
civilian was to receive a post until his character had
been tested and his duties learned. The college was
to be under the direct supervision of the Governor-
General as Visitor, and the young men were to learn
to know each other and their future work under the
eye of the supreme government.
Lord Wellesley went ahead in characteristic fash-
ion, and founded, on the lines he had indicated in his
Minute, a great establishment, which was termed the
College of Fort William. The regulation1 establish-
ing it was passed on July 18, 1800, but its foundation
was antedated to May 4, as the first anniversary of
1 Asiatic Annual Register for 1801, pp. 104-108.